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APPROVAL OF JOINT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I support the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), the nuclear agreement 
reached between the P5+1 nations and Iran. 

This month marks the 70th anniversary of 
the nuclear age. The dangers of nuclear war 
remain very real but the path to contain the 
nuclear demon has not been easy. The Iran 
Nuclear Agreement is the latest attempt to re-
duce the nuclear danger and perhaps one of 
the most complex set of issues ever con-
fronted in shaping an international agreement. 

In my judgment this agreement enhances 
the security of the United States and reduces 
the likelihood of nuclear confrontation in the 
Mideast. Failure to accept the terms of this 
agreement, on the other hand, seems likely to 
either exclude the United States from a role in 
preventing nuclear proliferation in the Mideast 
as other nations move ahead without us or, 
more ominously, set the region on a path of 
escalating tensions. I believe either of those 
last two options are unacceptable, and reck-
less. With determination, patience and U.S. 
leadership, this agreement has the potential of 
opening the door to further agreements on 
non-nuclear security issues. 

No agreement is perfect and no agreement 
will fully satisfy everyone. Agreements nego-
tiated with our adversaries by their nature 
mean that we are seeking to achieve our se-
curity goals by diplomatic means not by im-
posing our will by military means. U.S. security 
experts have expressed their support for the 
agreement as the best option as have our na-
tion’s nuclear experts. Leading Israeli security 
experts have also voiced their support as have 
the leaders of many leading U.S. Jewish orga-
nizations because of their concerns for Israel’s 
security. Should our diplomatic efforts in this 
agreement fail to close the path to an Iranian 
nuclear weapon we would still be in a better 
position as to time and means to choose other 
options. 

I commend President Obama and Secretary 
Kerry for their leadership on this issue. The 
stakes for the United States, for the Mideast 
region and for the world are too high for us to 
miss this opportunity. 
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APPROVAL OF JOINT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to this legislation to approve the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action. The agree-
ment is not in the best interest of our country 
and will have a lasting impact well beyond this 
Congress and Obama’s presidency. 

It boggles the mind that we would put faith 
in a regime that is the world’s leading state 
sponsor of terror and continues to openly de-
stabilize the Middle East. Furthermore, this 
deal fails to establish acceptable con-
sequences for violations, and financially 
strengthens the Iranian regime via inter-
national trade and technology assistance. 

This international gamble will adversely af-
fect generations of Americans and Middle 
Easterners hoping to live in a more peaceful 
world. 

We must do everything we can to prevent 
implementation of this dangerous agreement, 
and remain firm by defending freedom and 
protecting American interests at home and 
abroad. That is why I urge my colleagues to 
vote against implementing this deal. 
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APPROVAL OF JOINT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, over the course of 
this debate, you’re going to hear about the 
failures of this deal from members of both par-
ties. You’ll hear about how this deal fails to 
provide the ‘‘anytime, anywhere’’ inspections 
that the Administration promised. You’ll hear 
about how it relies on Iran to self-inspect at 
military nuclear facilities such as Parchin. And 
you’ll hear about how Iran will get over a hun-
dred billion dollars in immediate sanctions re-
lief in exchange for a limited inspections re-
gime that expires within 15 years. These are 
all important reasons to reject this deal, but I 
want to focus on something different: the char-
acter of the Iranian regime. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s founding ac-
tion 35 years ago was to declare war on the 
United States, violating all international laws 
and agreements by invading our embassy and 
taking our diplomats hostage. Since then, Iran 
has been complicit in the murders of thou-
sands of our soldiers. Iran’s Lebanese terrorist 
proxy, Hezbollah, murdered hundreds of Ma-
rines in Lebanon in the 1980s, and in the last 
decade, Iranian-sponsored militias murdered 
thousands of American service members in 
Iraq. As we debate this deal today, Iran con-
tinues to hold American hostages. This is a re-
gime that was born in terror and that exists to 
spread terror across the world. 

It’s the character of the Iranian regime that 
makes its pursuit of nuclear weapons so dan-
gerous. Countries like Japan have enough 
stockpiled plutonium for thousands of bombs, 
but because it doesn’t sponsor terror or threat-
en its neighbors, no one is concerned with the 
Japanese nuclear power industry. An Iranian 

regime that espouses terror and threatens 
genocide can never be allowed to have a nu-
clear program, not today, not in ten years, not 
in a century. 

Iran’s development of a nuclear weapon will 
have repercussions far beyond its own bor-
ders. Iran’s terrorist allies are currently waging 
war against America’s allies across the Middle 
East. Iranian proxies Hezbollah and Hamas 
continue to threaten Israel with tens of thou-
sands of rockets, Iranian death squads in Iraq 
and Syria have killed tens of thousands of 
people, and Iranian backed rebels overthrew 
the pro-American government of Yemen. This 
is not ancient history; this is all within the past 
year. 

Any deal that the United States signs must 
result in the dismantlement, destruction, and 
irreversible rollback of Iran’s nuclear program. 
There is no acceptable level of enrichment for 
an Iran that sponsors terrorism and threatens 
its neighbors. If Iran won’t accept a deal on 
these terms, then the United States should 
keep the sanctions in place and tighten them 
until they force the Iranian regime to its knees. 
Iran will never be a normal nation as long as 
its government is ruled by radicals whose ide-
ology is terror. When Ronald Reagan was pur-
suing nuclear arms reduction negotiations with 
the Soviet Union, he famously operated under 
the principle of ‘‘Trust, but verify.’’ In contrast, 
this deal requires blind trust without any 
meaningful verification. It does nothing to 
change the character of the Iranian regime 
and instead counts on the good will of a ter-
rorist state that openly proclaims ‘‘Death to 
America.’’ I refuse to trust the security of 
America and our allies to the Iranian regime’s 
promises. I don’t trust Iran and I cannot sup-
port this deal. 
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APPROVAL OF JOINT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I come to the 
floor today to reiterate my deep-seated belief 
that the Iran nuclear deal is a dangerous mis-
take of historic proportions. 

On my recent trip to Israel, I learned first-
hand how the Iranian regime will use this deal 
to further its terrorist ambitions and threaten 
the peace and security of the entire Middle 
East. 

Because of the unprecedented number of 
concessions offered to the Iranians by the 
Obama Administration, this deal will do little to 
prevent Iran from ultimately obtaining a nu-
clear weapon. 

In actuality, instead of averting Iran’s quest 
for the bomb, this deal will speed other na-
tions’ desire for nuclear arsenals and provide 
one of our greatest enemies with the re-
sources it desperately needs. Resources that 
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